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Supplement to QST for October 1919 (Vol. III, No. 8) 


BAN OFF! 


THE JOB IS DONE, AND THE A.R.R.L. DID IT 


21700-49 
NAVY DEPARTMENT 
NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE 
Office of the Director 
Washington, Sept. 26, 1919. 
Sir: 

The Secretary of the Navy authorizes 
the announcement that, effective October 
1, 1919, all restrictions on amateurs 
and amateur radio stations are removed. 
This applies to amateur stations, technical 
and experimental stations at schools and 
colleges, and to all other stations except 
those used for the purpose of transmitting 
or receiving commercial traffic of any 
character, including the business of the 


See next QST for details 


COMING! 


owners of the stations. The restrictions 
on stations handling commercial traffic will 
remain in effect until the President pro- 
claims that a state of peace exists. 
Attention is invited to the fact that all 
licenses for transmitting stations have ex- 
pired and that it will be necessary for the 
amateurs to apply to the Commissioner of 
Navigation, Department of Commerce, for 
new licenses. In so far as amateurs are 
concerned, radio resumes its pre-war status 
under the Department of Commerce. 
Very respectfully, 
(Sgd) E. B. Woodworth, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, 
Assistant Director Naval Communications 


The Biggest Boom in Amateur Radio History. 


AMATEURS: Order your apparatus and get your licenses! 
MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS: Tell us what you have ! 
NON -SUBSCRIBERS: Get in your QST subscription 

At Once -- Immediately -- To-day -- Now! 


WE’RE OFF! 


This historic document has been printed before, but not in SGT, and we wanted to 
get it in the record. At the end of WW-I the Navy wanted to keep control of radio 
They were successful in messing things up for several months before finally the League _ 
broke it lose. QST's "Old Man" was pretty caustic about the delay, but was smighty \ 


happy when it finally broke loose! 


Thr Old Old Giaers Club 
i WHAT IS THIS THING? 


Some 65 or 70 years ago we would have given almost anything 
to be able to have this piece of gear. This is a 1924 
version of a part of a receiver and 
we thought you'd 
like 
to see a picture 
of one of them again. There 
were three different units having the same 
general appearance and were used in almost every radio 
set that was built in those days. See if you can 
come up with the names of the three 
and specify which of them 
is pictured above. 
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GENERAL NEWS FROM HO 


From time to time OOTC publishes a membership Directory. The last issue was 
printed by Gus Gironda, W2JE, dated February, 1989. As we look ahead now, 
it will be three years in February, 1992. Quite a few new members have been 
added since 1989 and there have been too many Silent Keys. Yourcomments with 
regard to publishing a new Directory early in 1992 will be appreciated. Along 
with the publishing comes the expense of doing so. If you have thoughts on the 
matter send them tous and we'll brief them in the next SGT. In making comments, 
consider whether a Directory should be sent to all OOTC members or, only to 
those who regularly subscribe to SGT and receive OOTC publications. It would 
be highly desirable to include a printing of the OOTC Constitution and By-Laws 
in the directory, if published. They have not been made available to membership 
in quite a few years. 


SGT Membership cards have not been furnished for some time. In the change 
in officers following the death of Ray Meyers, W6MLZ quite a few things went 
by the board, not to intentionally cut them out but, simply because the routine Ray 
had established was lost with him. We are working on getting SGT membership 
cards printed. These would, of course be sent to all who subscribe to SGT and 
would help them keep track of their subscription end date. 


We would appreciate you sending us your birthdate, month, day, year when you 
next correspond with HQ. This will allow us to fill in some blank spaces in our 
data bank. This information is not published, but is a part of our records on all 
members. 


We have asked before, and will again, that you drop us a line, give us astory about 
yourself, or someone you know. Pictures are great and make SGT more 
interesting. Don't put it off, write to us with something we can put together to 
make you a better publication. 


When OOTC was founded, eligibility required that you had actually communi- 
cated by wireless in the year 1907 or earlier. Eligibility now requires that you be 
licensed in the year 1951 or earlier. A vast difference in ages and in time. But, 
relatively speaking, a 1951 communicatoris really a pretty ancient guy toa young 
man now working to get his first license. There is room for all, and especially the 
younger men and women. A story on your firstrig (1951), or problems, solutions, 
whatever you can put down on paper and we will find space to print it as time goes 
on. With the vast number of new amateurs coming into the hobby in the years 
following WW-II should see us enrolling them as OOTC members, let's try and 
make them welcome. 
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A WELCOME LETTER FROM A NEW MEMBER! 


Meet Byron W. Engen, WV8B 
10 Victoria Dr. NE 
Newark, OH 43055-9710 


I am a brand new member of OOTC just qualifying my 40 years since first licensed 
on July 23, 1951. I enjoyed the copy of SPARK GAP times which came with my 
membership information. 


It was interesting to read your question -- have you talked to a no-code Tech 
licensee yet? Especially since I came into ham radio 40 years ago as the first Novice 
licensed in the state of North Dakota. As you recall the Novice ticket became avail- 
able on July 1, 1951. I took my exam a couple of days after that and my ticket as 
WNOEBA was dated July 23, 1951. I then became WOEBA and then K7AUS. 


I remember the great difficulty finding someone to contact on 80 CW. As you 
know that's all we had other than 2- meters which wasn't even known in my area. It 
took me a couple of months to make a contact using a 6V6 crystral oscillator (home 
built from "How to Become a Radio Amateur" and a BC-454 army surplus tank 
receiver that my Elmer (we didn't know that name in those days) WOCPS, now SK, 
sold to me real cheap. 


Anyway, yes I have talked to No-Code Techs. I find them no different than anyone 
else thats new. Sometimes they need a little help just like I got. Also I am a VE and 
the VE team liaison. We have examined several No-Code Techs and I hope we have 
many more. 


Just as big a question probably will be can OOTC stand the influx of Novices into 
their ranks now that it has been forty years since Novices were first licensed? I 
wonder if I am the first OOTC member that started as a Novice forty years ago this 
past July? Would be fun to know. 


Editor's comment: I really enjoyed being taken back through the years. This letter poses a 
real subject to think about -- We older fellows licensed 60 and 70 years ago have it in our 
power to make the new no-codes welcome. Get on where they can hear you and visit with 
them. After all, they just might be your grandson! 


And, to you Byron, I just went into the records to see about the Novice becoming an OOTC 
member. You were not the first, but nearly so. I am listing those who are poositively up 
from the Novice grade, and one or two that I am not certain about. You're in good company! 
How about getting a Novice Net of OOTC members going on the air? Should we try to 
encourage it? See the next page for that info on OOTC members who started as a Novice. 
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Who are the OOTC members to began their amateur career through the Novice 
License? It was that question raised by Byron Engen, WV8B, on the opposite page, 
that got us into this study. 


The following members of OOTC have joined us since July 1, 1991. I am listing the 
call, the membership number and the first year they were on the air. It may be that we 
did not get full information from them, so an error might occur, but from what we 

_have, here is the list of these honored members, all of whom joined OOTC on July 1 
or later, 1991. 


Mobr N Date first on the air 
2930 1941 


2931 1933 


2932 1929 

2933 1950 

2934 1950 

2935 1936 

2936 1930 

2937 1951 Novice 07/23/51 

2938 KV5K 1942 

2939 rath W4RA 1951 Novice 07/24/51 

2940 N3GOZ 1951 I do not believe its a novice 


2941 AC4HW 1952 


So, it does indeed look like Byron could be the first. There is a problem in that we 
do not ordinarily count months, only years, so someone might have come in as a novice 
and joined OOTC earlier in the year of 1991. I will attempt to make a more complete 
study of this as time permits. Byron, you will note that The President of ARRL, 
W4RA and you were both licensed on nearly the same day. 
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HOMEBR MEET 
(CW ONLY) 
; Use low power, no more than 200 W 


In the May, 1991 SGT we set down preliminary rules for working in the 
OOTC on-the-air meeting using homebrew gear. Let’s finalize just what we 
are going to do and how to score yourself. 


We hope that some of you have been able to put together some homebrew 
equipment (CW only) for use in the meeting. The idea is to have a bit of fun 
doing it like we did 50 or 60 years ago. We realize that not all can do this job 
simply because we can’t hold a soldering iron, or perhaps can’t see as well as 
we once did. Therefore, you are welcome to work with your regular rig too. 
You will not get multiplier points, but you can have some fun talking to your 
old friends, and it helps everyone to have you on the air. 


The meeting goes for a full week, October 7 through the 13th. We figure 
that everyone can get on the air for a few contacts in that long a time. Get on 
and contact as many members as possible. We suggest you call CQ OTC 
CQ OTC de W5XXX. When you hear a CQ like that you know you’ve got 
an OOTC member ready to work. 


Your log should have space to put down about the following information for 
the members you contact: His call, name, member number, transmitter year, 
receiver year and of course, the regular date, time and frequency. 


Let’s look at the logging requirment for transmitter and receiver year. This 
applies to the member you are working. Using your best judgement give a 
year range to anything you are using of the equipment you are using both 
transmitter and receiver. Let’s break it down into approximate 10-year 
periods. If you are using a little old regenerative receiver with tube-base 
coils, probably you would use 1920-1929 period. If you have a TNT trans- 
mitter with a 210, probably the same 1920-1929 period. We are not giving 
prizes, and we will depend on each member to rate the equipment he is using 
as fairly as is possible. So, let us have the following categories: 


(1) If you are using a 1950 or later station, both transmitter and receiver, 
score | point per contact. Identify your transmitter as T50 and your receiver 
as R50. . 


(2) If you are using a 1940-1949 station, both transmitter and receiver, score 
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2 points per contact. Identify your transmitter as T40 and your receiver as 
R40. 


(3) If you are using a 1930-1939 station, both transmitter and receiver, score 4 
points per contact. Identify your transmitter as T30 and your receiver at R30. 


(4) If you are using a 1920-1929 station, both transmitter and receiver, score 6 
points per contact. Identify your transmitter as T20 and your receiver as R20. 


Now, if you are using only a vintage transmitter or only a vintage receiver, cut 
the point values above in half. As an example, let us say you are using a 1930 
receiver and a modern transmitter, then you would identify as R30 T50 and 
you would get to count 4 divided by 2 or 2 points per contact. Let us say you 
are using a 1928 transmitter and a modern receiver, then you would identify as 
T20 R50 and you would score 6 divided by 2 or 3 points per contact. Note 
that you do not get points for the equipment the other member is using, points 


red a n r ipment onl 


And, as we said last issue, if you have only a modern 830, 950, etc., you are 
welcome to come in and work, but you can only count 1 point per contact, no 
multipliers. Everyone who works in the contact should send in a log (simple 
one) and will receive a certificate showing that you worked in our first 
Homebrew Meeting. 


We would like a picture and a story about the equipment and the activity each 
of you had in the meeting. We’ll publish some of them in SGT. 


Send all logs and info to W5EJ. We’ll get help here to check the multiplica- 
tion, etc., and we’ll publish the scores in the November isste of SGT. That 
means you’ll need to send your logs in promptly to give us time to do it. 


A special invitation is extended to all of our OOTC International members. 
Those of us in the US watch and listen carefully for the other guys and work a 
little DX while you're in the Homebrew Meeting. 


REMEMBER! WORK 20, 40 AND 80 METERS, CW ONLY! 


Frequencies: 3670 - 3700; 7070-7100; 14070 - 14100 


See you on the air in October! 
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My Call . My Mbr No. My Rcvr Year My Xmtr Year 
Date Time Call Name Member No. Transmitter Year Receiver Yr Points 


The sample log shown above would be alright. Note that there are spaces for 
recording info from each member you work. We have omitted frequency. Would 
suggest when changing frequency you skip one line and put the new frequency on 
that. You may use any log type you desire, this is just a suggested type. 


THE EDITOR SPEAKS; 


We have been told that we editorialize too much and that we don't print the 
material that comes to us so, this issue we are relegating ourself to this middle section 
page, and giving you the facts. 


This issue of SGT is smaller than usual - the reason? - no correspondence from 
members. We have put everything in it that we can find, even going back to pick 
up bits and pieces from material used in the May SGT. We can fill it up with 
editorializing, some nice pictures, etc., but I don't think that is what you want to see. 
We need to have stories, pictures, etc., from you, the members of OOTC to make it 
interesting. 


Won't you please write in with information about yourself, a picture or two and 
make the editors work a lot easier. 


As a general rule, we here spend 95 percent of our radio time listening and boy can 
you get an ear-full. There may bea reason for a fellow to come in on top of an active 
QSO, simply because propagation may be such that he could not hear them but, one 
thing I cannot fathom is the need to use profanity on the air - or telling off-color 
jokes. I guess the thrill of tempting fate must have something to do with it. I sure 
do wish we could get it stopped. 


By all accounts the no-code license route is working to the advantage of the 
Amateur Service. New hams are coming in droves. It will take some time for us to 
evaluate just what the final impact will be. I personally think that quite a few of 
these no-code entry licensees will turn around, when they don't have to, and learn 
the code, at least the 5 wpm and if you can get that the 13 or whatever speed is in 
the bag. At any rate, we are getting a bunch of new hams and that can't be bad. 


Here we are working to clean up the garage. There istwo truck loads of radio junk, 


and that is all it is now, that has to be picked up, carried and and sent to the dump. 
If I haven't used it now, it's certain that I won't use it in the future. 


10 
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] innin i rack, WIBH 


My interest in wireless started when I was 11 years old and when I had read that the 
Government had closed down all wireless activity (1917). I still wanted to experiment so 
with my friend, Harry Whitside, we got some door bells, made two telegraph keys using 
tin nailed to a board. We swiped all the dry cell batteries we could from our house bell 
circuits. I pestered my uncle, in Boston until he took me to a book-store and bought E. 
E. Bucher’s 1917 edition of “How to pass Government Wireless License Examinations.” 
I still have the book! With some steady practice, Harry and I used to talk to each other 
incode. The Bucher book had a picture of antennas used aboard ships and I wanted to build 
one like was shown. I got some heavy twine (was working for store keeper, Mr. 
Cummings) where I got the twine. After making up two 4-foot wooden spreaders from 
my fathers lumber, we carefully waxed the twine and proceeded to put up my antenna. It 
ran from my rear bedtoom window to the chicken coop in the back yard. After I got it up 
Harry came over and we stared up at it until our necks were sore. We knew it was make- 
believe but we were happy to see it there. It was conspicuous because we were on a hill 


‘On afternoon as I returned from school, a saw a man talking to my father. They were in 
the house quite a while then my father called me into the room and gave me a lecture about 
those strings I had put up. Since this was wartime I gathered from the talking that someone 
had been sending out messages, and the man was trying to find out where he was at. I was 
told to cut it all down which I did. 


Well Harry and I did a lot of reading and felt like we should do something. We found 
a circuit for “very short range”. So we gathered up all, about 12 dry-cells and carried our 
gear up past the cemetery fence, where we had a den, and proceeded to hook up the circuit. 
We had forgotten our key. Straight ahead and in the distance, in line with the lights of 
Charlestown and NAD’s towers, we watched for flashes of code that we thought should 
be coming from the towers when they transmitted. Finally we hooked the spark coil on 
to along wire and tried to send code, using two wires instead of the key. With 12 batteries 
hooked to the spark-coil, we had sparks spitting all over. We were on damp ground, and 
every once in a while we’d get a good shock. Once, by accident, I touched a hot wire and 
gotit good - Harry thought that was real funny. Finally we took the gear back home and 
hid it in his back yard. 


A few days later when I went to the store I saw headlines in the paper saying that “strange 
wireless signals heard”. We just knew it was us and we were really scared so the next day, 
after school, we both walked all the way to Boston. By hitching a ride on a vegetable 
wagon, we got home at 11 PM and we wouldn’t say where we had been so both of us got 
the whaling of our lives. During the next two or three years we built many receivers and 
did a lot of listening. With Bucher’s “Wireless Experimenters Manual” and “Practical 
Wireless Telegraphy” as guides, we had our share of wireless. Just two young eager 
beavers trying to get along in the strange world with its newest invention - Wireless! 
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OOTC Treasurer, Bert Ayers, W6CL, who watches over our funds with aneagle’s 
eye, has provided us with bank statements, etc., for OOTC transactions. We will 
attempt to get a brief statement together for this issue of SGT showing how we 
stand financially. Thanks goto Bert for his help - he has never turned down asingle 
request for help in his whole life! 


George F. Peckham, W7ABD wrote about the last SGT - “Just got SGT and saw 
that you did use some of the material BUT at no place did you give me credit for 
the pictures and article. My call and name was left out! Iam sure some of the old 
Gang will wonder who sent those pictures and story. Incidentally the group picture 
was 1928 in Ashland, Oregon. Best wishes and keep up the good work. 


Editor’s comment: well there you are, you get a good story and then fall flat on 
your face! Apologies are extended, and we will try to dig up the remaining 
material for another issue of SGT. 


To all of our German members, send us a story for publication on any matter of | 
interest to you. as an amateur. We will publish it in German language (if you send 
it that way). Be sure to send a translation along so we can let the english speaking 
members know what you’ve been saying! 


Historical Note: From the Wireless Age, February, 1916 - The Radio Club of 
America has announced the election of the following officers for the year 1916: 
President, Edwin H. Armstrong; vice-president, T. Johnson, Jr.; treasurer, Erenest 
V. Amy; Corresponding secretary, David S. Brown; recording secretary, Thomas 
K. Styles; Directors: Paul F. Godley, Alfred P. Morgan, Harry Sadenwater, 
Joseph A Fried and Walter S. Lemon. 


And one more from 75 years ago - The Atlanta Radio Club, organized in 1915, 
has received manycongratulations on the booth and exhibit which was their share 
of the large electrical Show held in Atlanta during National Electrical Prosperity 
Week. 


And, in May, 1917 - The Radio Club of the Scott High School of Toledo, Ohio, 
has thirty members. The officers are: President, Willis K. Wing; vice president, 
Gardner Leach; secretary, Sewall Wright; treasurer, Carlton Mathis. Communi- 
cations from other clubs are welcomed 
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THE SGT ESCROW ACCOUNT 


The SGT Escrow Account was established as an interim program whose goal would be 
to provide funding for printing and mailing SGT to all members which, if finally 
implemented, would eliminate need for annual dues to receive SGT. While ear- 

marked for this purpose, interest earned will be returned to the fund until it is acti- 
vated. The fund may be re-designated by action of the Board of Directors. 


The following are those who have contributed to the Escrow Fund during the period 
June - August, 1991 


Leo L. Gibbs, W8BHT 
John F, Lyon, W6HNI 


OOTC MEMBERS REPORTED AS SILENT KEYS 


Those listed herein were reported in the period 
ending August 30, 1991 


George D. Snell, W6AKM (576) 
Calvin J. Smith, W6BRD (1304) 
George J. Nicholson, WIAYZ (300) 
Edwin S. Worden, AA4AS (2048) 
Harold G. Rice, W4FOM (829) 
Harold L. Crispell, W6TZV (2455) 
Charles H. Caster, W7BKS (1906) 
J. Orrie Baumgardner, W8BF (381) 
Roy F. Radford, K6RQQ (2657) 


OOTC requests all members to send a post-card 
recording the death of any amateur in 
their area. This even though he/she may not have been 
a member of OOTC. 


List the name and call and the date of death 
so that this material may be entered 
in the OOTC permanent record of all Amateurs. 
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NEW MEMBERS IN OOTC 


Toni Schumacher, DF5UT (2930) 
William J. Trenkle, W2FWA (2931) 
Bob Arrowsmith, W4JNN (2932) 
Charles P. Koehler, W2ENF (2933) 
James R. Frederick, K2GBR (2934) 
Willard Phares Smith, K2CFX (2935) 
Roy E. Hogan, KO4DD (2936 

Byron W. Engen, WV8B (2937) - 
Frederick P. Stoddard, K V5K (2938) 
Larry E. Price, W4RA (2939) . 
Walter J. Murphy, N3GOZ (2940) 
Thomas J. O’Brien, AC4HW (2941) 
Gustav Michalik, DL6FBQ (2942) 
Edward Camire Sr, W1IJUI (2943) 


OOTC’S $14 CLUB 


Alex A. Polityka, W8FLA (1814) 
George E. Mayer, KP4BJ (2685) 
Earl H. Wiseman, W6CPG (2727) 
John E. Hewitt, K8DHN (2503) 
Leo L. Gibbs, W8BHT (1391) 
Merrill O. Bolen, W6ABR (1616) 
Harold A. Gilbertson, W5RB (1118) 


OOTC’S $21 CLUB 
Chester A Doles, W5UO (1472) 
George L. Graveson, K4JI (2344) 
Jack K. Seale, NSBAK (2452) 
Thornton Lyford, WOQIK (2521) 
David W. Winter, W2AUF (1866) 
Harry A. Albright, W4ZCT (2308) 
J. P. Dempsey, W5FOU (2420) 
OOTC’S $28 CLUB 
John F. Lyon, W6HNI (2703) 
OOTC’S $35 CLUB 


Wilfred H. Conley, W8CZR (2574) 


OOTC recognizes those who have paid SGT dues’ 
beyond a one-year period because it does reduce work and 
saves money. But, we sincerely thank you 
for your SGT payment regardless of the time period. 
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OFF THE EDITOR'S DESK 


Earl Korf, K2IC dropped us a short letter reporting on the passing of Charles 
Castor. W7BKS (1906). Charles suffered a long illness and had been living in a 
nursing home the past seven years. He passed away July 27, 1991. His daughter, 
Eleanor Britza has had his remains interred with his wife, Kitty, who died about 
| 8 years ago. 


Stan Brigham, W3TFA (2492) has written regarding the home-brew on the air 
program for OOTC this fall. Here’s what Stan has to say: “I think it a good idea 
but hate to see the activity restricted to 

just the 20 and 40 meter bands, prima- 

rily for a selfish reason, you can see 

(picture below) my TNT with a 

DeForest 445 tube and it is built for the 

80 meter band. 


I have also enclosed a picture of my § 
home brew communications receiver | 
built for 20 meters. I don’t know at this 
time if I can have a converter built to 
use it on 80 meters this fall. I like to design and make my own gear. As you well 
know there is much greater personal satisfaction of working folks with home brew 
equipment. Now that I am a seven-day week-ender, I have plenty of time to ply 
my desires. 


My 6 meter station is completely homebrew. The receiver is a replica of Frank 
Jones, W6AJF using metal tubes. I did not have any 57, 58 and 27 tube types in 
my junk box, but the metal tubes are of the same vintage. It works like a charm 
but is restricted to reception of AM signals only - it was built into a Heath HW- 
32 cabinet we picked up at a hamfest. 


I wanted you to be aware of my thoughts on the upcoming sweep-stakes vent. 
Always enjoyed SGT which seems to get better with each issue!” 


Editor’s comment: I can see no reason to restrict to only 20 and 40 meters. The 
only reason was to insure that one could contact enough OOTC members to have 
some fun. Let’s gofor 80 too! See the rules in the issue of SGT. We had originally 
thought that we'e probably have to stay on the higher bands in order to get anyone 
in a contact - but that isn't necessarily so, so we will add 80 meters to the rules. 
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Most of us are aware of the help extended to young men and women by various 
amateur organizations. Surely some of us know young people who could use 
some help in getting their college educations. Read the following and see if you 
can’t think of a fine young man or girl who might receive some financial help by 
making application. 


The Foundation for Amateur Radio Inc. is pleased to announce that thirty-eight 
scholarships were awarded for the year 1991. These scholarships were open to 
all Radio Amateurs meeting the qualifications and residence requirements of the 
various sponsors. The Foundation is a not-for-profit organization incorporated 
in the District of Columbia, representing more than fifty clubs in Maryland, the 
District and Northern Virginia. It is devoted exclusively to the scientific, literary 
and educational pursuits that advance the purpose of the Amateur Radio Service. 


Announcement of the 1992 Awards will appear in the April or May issues of the 
major Amateur Radio publications and Radio Club newsletters. Watch for them, 
and help your young amateurs get their college education! 


FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island A Venue 
College Park, MD 20740 


Paul O. Gose, W5CJE writes from Wichita Falls, TX that he was delighted toread 
the story of Captain Bill Eddy, USN (retired) on page 10 of the current SGT (May 
1991). It brought back many fond memories as I am one of his products. "I took 
and passed the Eddy Test in 1942 and joined the Navy at the ripe old age of 37 
as a radio technician 2nd class, Petty Officer. 


I went through the entire 10 months of intensive schooling in Radio & Radar and 
finished with a grade pf 3.9. At that point I requested carrier duty but instead was 
sent to the Balaban & Katz TV station for more schooling and ended up an 
instructor at the Navy’s EE & RM school in Gulfport, Mississippi. I imagine my 
age kept me from qualifying for carrier duty, and now that it’s all over, I'm happy 
that it did. . 


I ended up an Aviation Radio Technician First Class and had I remained in the 
Service, I had qualified for Chief ART." 


isu) 


SGT 


SEPTEMBER 


O©merArAMA WHY 


KC4LWY, WAGTAL, WOAJC 
W2NSD 
W8GI, W8BRV 
W4AR, K40D 
WOCRN, N6FVJ, W8TCY, W4KOG 
KP4BJ, WSIRP 
W4LLM, W5VGU 
W6ZF, F6FJM, ON4GU, W7FIM, 
DL6TR, N4aRRS, K4CY 
WI1AJK, VE2IR, KOGOO, W3TTN, 
W8TU, W2LLT, K2WW 
DL6HY 
WBI1FLO 
WA2PTQ, W7KTA, ZL2UH, WA4QJE 
WA4TZ | 
VE3FKF, W6NBM, VE2HEG, W6GG 
WSCJ 
W3KVS, DI3HW, WILIC 
W4JD, WSVQ, WA6DWP, WIKSC, 
DJ1MX, WA6PIC, 2AUS 
W2LPA, W3ST 
WILU, DLSAAE 
Y24ZL, NF5Z, W2ENF 
W5EM, W8TZ, W5RQH, WOWK, 
WSUO 
K4NP, W7IM, W5POG 
W2APF, W6JBP 
KSTGE, W3COG, 
VE2RO, W3WZC, AI2X, 
WAA4PLU, W3JPT 
WA6JRX, W4BD, KA2WQJ, DL6II 
WSCJE, W3FK 


OCTOBER 


W6GWY 

W1LRM,.KD4IV 

KVSK, W8WOJ, W6MFP 

KSCP, WD8MSD 

KSYJM, W6FMK, NOCB, W6HDO 
WSIQL, WSMD, WSJYK, DJSQK 
W3DOG, N6FR, W1EXZ 

WOQL, K7AIL, W4ZCT 

W2ALU, N4FG 

W8DGO, W2ERU, DJ30P 
LU8BA, W4ZC, W8EGI, K7DWT, 
2BML 

WSFBB, W7FC, W8BPC, W6MEC, 
K4LFH, WA2IIB, WSOVH, 
W4WB, WB6YVE 

W9OHB, WSIB, K1SRF 

DL9IE 

KOTIN, W9ROK 


20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


Volume 28, No 3 
August, 1991 


WSRV, W8KGC, DL6XW 

W8QG, W9IZO 

W1GKJ, WOUGP, DL1NE 

W8MEJ 

K4HVI, N2AOX, W2EFI, N6EM 
W9IX, W7GPS, DJIPV, W4QJ 
W6AUC, KG6NH 

W6BW, W4GOV, DLILD, KH6GJC 
KD7PL, WSVGW, W1DKS, WASHML 
W1DKS, WASHML, W2NLJ 

WOJS 

N4BUI, HB9DFY, DL6GX 


NOVEMBER 


— 


BS eMmrADUNAYWDNY 


K4HE, WSFYZ, KA4WES, K2JF, 
W2BCH 

W3BBL, WSIVF, W6WWP 

N4ZH, KOWKS, K4CK, W3UZ 
WAIEXG 

VE3 VTC, W3DNF 

WBOMYZ, W2JAJ 

KD6LG, N6GM, KO8B, WSMUA 
W2FWA, W40TN, 

W60MM, W7BE, KO6D 

K1CPW 

KB7HI, W4AJZ, W9HOT, W4EMI, 
W8GSP, K4IKB, W2XN, HA8CF, 
W6JNP, W1QUW 

DLIEC 

WSTTP, KS5SKR 

W7EDT, VE3CNP, N2JCZ, W4ER 
W6EGR, W8VWY, AC4HW, K6EA 
K7JU 

K6NB, W60L, W7BIF, VE7YM 
W1AGKX, N4GX, DLILY, WSINL, 
WA7ZOO,W9MG 

WSFOZ, W2CFY, W3CGZ, W4DH 
N4BQC, K6IR, W2HXG 

WIBVL, W9YZE, WSHN, W2BAI, 
DL1XT, W6YHM 

W6COE, VK4SS, VESAAS 

W8MFP, W8DFV, W4NWFE, W8BMJ 
W6FCD, W9AND, GMOFIQ, W3GRK 
W6BDE, W2ILB, KB4BSO, DLiBA, 
K6VL, KASTUF 

WA2DIG, W1LRA, W4DQT, W8OK 
W1DGN 

W4NR, WIHRJ, WIESN, W6FU, 
W7AMM 

WIARO, WSSIW, W2JGR 

KCSRZ, K6WX 
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GENERAL NEWS FROM HO 


It has been a long time since OOTC has filed a financial statement. Work is going 
forward at this time so that a statement can be included in the next issue of SGT. 
We can say that due to the watchful eye of Bert, W6CL, the bank account grows 
each month. There is little doubt that expenses will continue to rise but, I do not 
believe that the Board of Directors is considering a change at this time. 


And, while we are talking about OOTC. Its structure is quite different than many 
organizations and might be termed unique. Basically the structure came from 
those 13 founders who were good frugal men and who established good practices. 
We have been very fortunate in having officers who were dedicated and who 
contributed not only their time, but a good deal of their money to the task of 
keeping OOTC solid financially. Watch for the statement - we really expect to 
have it published in the next SGT. 


Many of our members are not really aware of the fact that when you join OOTC 
you are a life member. There is no extra fee for life membership. At the present 
time the fee is $22.00 and thatis it. Ourroster of members, located in ourcomputer 
lists every member who ever became associated with OOTC. The roster is 
arranged so that we have readily available all of the information needed to keep 
our records. Among the bits and pieces of information is included your 
birthdate, your name, call, first communication by wireless, and many other items 
of interest. Sadly, we have the final bit of info, the date you sign off as a silent key. 
Naturally this information is not available for many of the early members who are 
now SK. In the earliest years this information was not requested. Now we ask it 
of every new member. Getting back to the Life Membership - OOTC Life 
Membership entitles one to-all rights available to OOTC members but, does not 
bring you SGT. That has to be a separate item. At the present time SGT can be 
obtained for $7 per year for domestic members and $9 per year for our 
International members. The difference being that SGT is sent first class mail to 
all domestic members and by airmail to all International members. We urge you 
to subscribe to SGT - to keepin touch with what OOTC is doing, and to read about 
the historical facts on many of our members as well as events and so forth. 


This year of 1991 has been a very tough one for many of us. Here at HQ we got 
tangled up with the sawbones who finally cut out a rib and removed one lung so, 
now we're honestly a one-lunger .. . what we little twerps used to call a one-tube 
regenerative set. But, things are going well, we feel fine and it looks like smooth 
sailing ahead. Whereever you are, please accept our best wishes, and the best 
regards from our Officers and Directors. 


- - Ted, W5EJ 


18 
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Editor’s note: The following story came from W7ABD, of Medford, Oregon. We 
have edited it some, but this is just the way one family became hams and got on the 
air. 


The picture below, taken many years ago, is my transmitter which used those 
famous UX-852 tubes. As shown, a pair of 852’s was one transmitter and the other a 
203-A in a standard Hartley circuit. The plate transformer was wound for me by 
George Sturley, who was the best in the business. The transmitters are shown below: 


We lived in a tent-house at that time and you can see the power switch and fuses 
mounted on the slope of the roof. My antenna was a zepp feed 45 feet high and a 160 
meter flat top going across a big open field, tied to a tall tree at the far end. The 
feeders came out the back, through the wall 
about 5 feet above ground and then straight 
up to the antenna. The feeder spreaders 
were 9 inches long and had been boiled in 
wax. 


My receiver was a bread-board regenera- 
tive that worked like a bomb and had hardly 
any trouble with hand capacity - it was 
very sensitive and had a separate single 
wire antenna. 


The transmitter was modified from time to 
time, such as putting a “prestwood” front 
panel. My 80-meter transmitter was a 10 
watt rig which worked fine on the large 
antenna. 


I nearly always used a straight key having 
a good ‘fist’ and proud of it. My mother, 
W7AGT also had a good fist. She was a 
former school teacher, smart and interested 
in all things scientific. When I took up 
‘wireless’ she read the books and magazines, and learned the code with me. When 
we went for examination, Mr. Lovejoy (FRC) was giving two commercial applicants 
the code test at 20 WPM - he had a beautiful ‘fist’ and sent all of his code tests by 
hand. My mother was in the room and copied the test given to the commercials. Mr. 
Lovejoy noticed her copying and asked to see her work - it was almost perfect. He 
knowledge of radio theory was good and she became a real amateur operator, having 
her own call of W7AGT. Later on she developed speeds of over 30 wpm. She 
dropped her license during WW-II. She was 90 years old when she passed away. 
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BILL’S PIPELINE 
/ 
In a letter from Pete, W2WSS, he let us know that he would be spending a couple of weeks in 
Oregon for a much deserved vacation. 


Bob, W4NWF asked me to remind everyone that the Florida combined OOTC-QCWA Net meets 
on 3955 at 0800 local time on Sundays. 


Your columnist and his family spend a few days visiting relatives in Maryland in July. A great 
time was had by all. The only problem was that it was very hot while we were there. Guess what! 
We returned to the old QTH and had one of the hottest Julys we have had in a long time here on 
Long Island. Can’t win for losing, Hi. 


Reports that we are receiving here regarding the escrow account seem to beall very positive. Keep 
up the good works fellows, for it will mean a lot to those members that can’t afford SGT. 


Fred, W9NZF wrote concerning a reilraod depot that had finally been restored at the Cedarhurst 
Depot ina Pioneer Village that he is/has bveen connected with. He enclosed a very fine brochure. 
If interested drop him a line and ask for one. He also mentioned a real old timer that was at the 
QCWA Chapter meetingthat he attends. His name is Jim Douglas, WoDR, and has been licensed 
since 1916. Hope that you signed him for membvership in the OOTC, Fred! 


A request to all who are taing advantage of the OLD TIMERS EXCHANGE - please let me know 
what results you are receiving from your ads in the column. Thanks a lot! 


Bob, W4NWF in his letter mentioned an incident that he had in the 1930’s. It seems that he was 
reported to the police while working mobile from his car. Apparently the person thatreported him 
thought he must have been crazy sitting there supposedly talking to himself. It was cleared up 
when the policeman that investigated the incident had a chance to speak to the other end of the 
QSO for himself. Result: nothing more was done about it. Incidentally the band that was being 
used was the old 5 meter band. © 


Have been hearing of some good band openings on 6 meters lately. This was confirmed by Bob 
Curtis, W1EXZ, who had one with W2FX in South Carolina followed by a QSO with Stan, 
W3TFA in Maryland. Both of these QSOs took place on July 1, 1991, during the evening. So 
take a look at 6 meters if you get the chance. You might be interested in knowing that Bob’s QTH 
is in Vermont. 


As I want to get this copy off to Ted before the snow starts to fly I will close down for now. Please 
let either me or Ted in on what is going with you so that we can have the column in good shape 
with some interesting news. The same goes for the OLD TIMERS EXCHANGE 


/S/ Bill Miller, K2GCE 
217 Porterfield Pl, Freeport, NY 11520-3116 
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OLD TIMERS EXCHANGE 
For Sale: Collins power supply type 7M-3, with tubes; Collins Power supply type 516 F-2, 


with tubes; Hallicrafters Exciter Type HT-18, with tubes; National NC-300 with speaker and 
converters (2 & 6); RME speaker 4302 for RME/Electrovoice receivers. 


Fred A. Linn, W9NZF 
1607 Edgewater Dr, Cedarburg, WI 53012 


WANTED: Either an HRO 500 or ICOM R70, with a 0.5 kHz CW filter, also an ICOM 
1IC745 transceiver with 0.5 KHz CW filter. 


Charles P. Krause, N7ESJ 
6305 Hawthorne Ln, Apt 1, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 


FOR SALE: All kinds of telegraph equipment, including practice sets, sounders, keys, 
crowsfoot batteries, Blue Racer Bug, Xerox copy of 1910 Electro Importing Company 
Catalog. Send $1 for my telegraph catalog. 


C. W. Hess, W6 
PO Box 19, Pasadena, CA 91102 


FOR SALE: Books, “Frequency Modulation by August Hund and “Microwave Transmis- 
sion” by J. C. Slater, $7 each which includes postage. WANTED: Copy of “Radio Code 
Manual” by Arthur 

R. Nilson and a copy of “Mathematics for Electricians and Radiomen” by Nelson M. Cooke. 
Both published by McGraw Hill. 


Bill Miller K2AGCE 
217 Porterfield PL, Freeport, NY 11520 


WANTED: Ameco AC-1 transmitter and Vibroplex Blue Racer or Martin Jr., bug. 


Robert L. Kurth, WSIRP 
403 Mantooth, Lufkin, TX 75901-2800 
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CAN YOU HELP WITH THIS MYSTERY? 

We'll bet you'ye never seen one of these. Dual Diversity was introduced in the 
June, 1938 QST. I wonder what ever happened to it. There does not appear to 
be any follow-up. Does anyone have information, or the story on this receiver? 
The price was not quoted. 


if oo 


’ Model DD-2 


he of QST are familiar with the work on Diversity Reception hy Mr. James 
J. Lamb and Mr. J. L.A. McLaughlin® and that of Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Karl W. Miles** 
more recently reported in these pages. 
The SKYRIDER DIVERSITY represents the culmination of several years work 
hy these engineers. 
The principal advantages of Diversity Reception, as exemplified by this Dual 
Diversity Receiving System, may be summed up as follows: 
1. The reduction of fading to negligible proportions. 
2. An increase of signal strength over that of any single receiver. 
5. Improvement of signal-to-noise ratio over any single receiver. 
4. Reductian of heterodyne beat note interference. 
To bring the SKYRIDER DIVENSITY to a high standard of electrical and 
mechanical perfection, with strict adherence to the principles of functional design, the 
Hallicrafters went outside their own organization to such specialists in their respective 
tields as Mallory, Aladdin, Raytheon, Crowe, Stancor, Aerovox and Jensen. 
Their collahoration, with the original work of the engineers already mentioned, 
has enabled the Hallicrafters to offer the advantages of Wiversity Reception fur the first 
time, in easily operable form, and at a price within reach of the amateur. See the NEW 
SKYRIDER DIVERSITY at your dealer’s tuday! 
*QST May, 1936 **QST November, Ilecemher, 1937 


All Hallicrafters Receivers Available on Liberal Time Payments 


the hallicratters inc. 


2611 INDIANA AVENUE, CHICAGO © CABLE ADDRESS: HALLICRAFT, CHICAGQ 
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PERSONAL DATA SHEET 
To: New Members: 
The purpose of this sheet is to get information abour yourself and your background in 
communications. This information may be used in any Blue Book publication considered 
by OOTC. Fillin all the spaces possible. We would also like to have a 2 x 2 picture of 
yourself, black and white if possible. 
Information Requested: 
Name 


Address 


Telephone Nickname 


Date and place of birth 


First on air , First Amateur Call 

Married , wifes name 

Military Service: Branch ,Regular___—- Reserve 
Served From Highest Rank 


Background Story Material 


Attach a check in the amount of $22.00. Of this $19.00 will be for Life Membership 

and $3.00 for installation fee. An additional $7.00 (USA) $9.00 (International) to be 

included if Spark Gap Times is desired. Return this form complete, to the person who 
el Mail it to: 


Dr, Irving, Texas 75061 


Che Of Old Timers Clb 
REMEMBER WHEN 252532 


IF YOU DO, YOU SHOULD JOIN THE OOTC 


IS A CLUB OF “WIRELESS PIONEERS” WHO BEGAN THEIR FIRST 
O eum 402° WAY COMMUNICATIONS AT LEAST 40 YEARS AGO AS AN 
AMATEUR, COMMERCIAL, OR MILITARY OPERATION. You need 
not hold a License now to qualify for Associate Membership. 
O emma PUBLISHES “SPARK GAP TIMES,” A MAGAZINE DEDICATED 
TO OLD TIMERS IN RADIO, AND THEIR INTERESTS. 


: mmm §=6GETS THE REAL OLD TIMERS TOGETHER. 


é meee =WILL MAKE YOUR YOUTH LIVE AGAIN FOR YOU. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP, Including Certificate & Pin $22.00 


_ Spark Gap Times Subscription (1 year) $7.00 (USA) 


$9.00 (Int'l) 


Call 


Name 


Address 


Nickname 
City, State, Zip 
Date of First 2-way communication 
First Amateur licensed call 
Class of present amateur license 


Date of first amateur license 


Enclosed is payment of $ , to cover: 


Membership $ Spark Gap Times 


Date Signed 
PLEASE COMPLETE PERSONAL DATA SHEET ON REVERSE 


Sponsored by 
Old Old Timers Club, 14% 


